SADDLEBRED WORLD LOSES A LEGE

he four-times Five-Gaited

World’s Grand Champion,

CH Imperator, was humane-
ly put to death Oct. 20, 1997, the
sixth day after colic surgery. He was 23
years old. :

“l was with him during the
surgery,” Don Harris, who trained aqd
rode the gelding to all four of his
world’s grand championships, said.
“John Nicholson, the Horse Park’s new
director, and the caretakers were with
him throughout the surgery as well.”

“We were kind of encouraged,
after five days we thought he was get-
ting out of the woods,” Harris said.

Harris saw him last on the day
before his death. “He was on his feet,
with his ears up. He was standing
there, shaking, and still had his ears
up. It showed how game he was,” Har-
ris said.

CH Imperator won his first world’s
championship as a junior horse. “That’s
when he found himself,” Harris said.
“From that time on, he really put it
together, and we knew we had a super
horse.”

Imperator was shown 85 times at
44 shows, winning 68 blye ribbons. He
won the world’s grand championship in
1980, 81, ‘85 and, at age 12, in 1986.
He was undefeated in eight five-gaited
gelding classes at the World’s Champi-
onship Horse Show and won fijve
reserve world’s grand championships in
addition to his four grand champi-
onship titles. Imperator was undefeated
at Lexington with Harris, won ey
time he showed at the National H
Show in New York and in his
American Royal appearance,
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a very cold, bad day. :

“He was gangly, long-legged, dirty.
and scrawny, but he trotted right up t©
us with his ears up. It looked li,ke h;
Bt fairly good trot,” she continued-
“They thought he was the worst onc
on the premises, that we were the
biggest fools in the world.”
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“l was a huge fan,” Clark said. 2|
respect him for what he was. Because
of his caliber, 1 was forced, pressed to
my best level.

“I don’t know if we will ever again
in our lifetime see two horses that can
show at that level,” he continued. “I'm
not privileged to see that often
enough. To have them ready to show,

to have a dual that’s an actual dual,
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h l" never heard anyone knock that
horse, .Clark said. “That’s quite a feat
i\nn::\id:f l[}:\:‘r\:: };Cz;lrd it - L‘-vcr. I don’t

a higher compliment
with the diverse group of people we
have in this business.

“He represents some magic that
happened to me in my life. It’s sad to
hear some of the magic is leaving,”

Imperator made his final show at
Louisville in 1988, and was turned out
at the Kentucky Horse Park. He was
brought back to Louisville for his offi-
cial retirement in August, 1991, at the
100th anniversary show.

“I may be prejudiced, but he was
one of a kind,” Harris said. “No doubt
about it. He was a show horse at every
stL‘[‘.“

Imperator spent the last years of
his life at the Kentucky Horse Park,
where he was turned out and led out
for visitors three times a day.

Even when he was turned out,
Perry remained a show horse. Meanor
told of one incident at the Horse Park
During a show, a trainer was working
his horse next to Imperator’s paddock.
Perry came up to the fence and racked
along with him. The trainer said, Perry,
will you stop making me look bad,
vou're doing it without a rider! Thanks
a lot. I'm going to find another pl.lgc
to train my hmr\c,“ D\'. A\lc.ll\\\l'
recounted.

“During the Kentucky Fall Classic
(held at the Horse Park October,
1997), 1 happened to walk up at the
right time and was asked to IS;IJ him
in, show and tell about him,” Harris
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