
!
!

!
!

!
!
!

To!our!Saddlebred!community:!
!
I!have!just!returned!from!attending!the!town!hall!at!the!Midwest!Charity!Horse!Show.!!While!Terri!
and!I!have!been!listening!to!members'!concerns!through!other!open!forums,!calls,!emails!and!social!
media,!I!wanted!to!be!there!in!person!to!listen!and!to!respond.!!I!am!thankful!we!had!such!a!good!
panel!and!audience!attendance.!
!

ASHA's!mission!is!to!promote!the!American!Saddlebred,!and!a!key!part!of!that!mission!is!to!listen!to,!
and!represent,!membership.!!Now,!we!are!facing!unprecedented!challenges!that!reflect!the!world!
we!live!in.!!We!like!to!think!we're!in!a!world!apart,!but!the!reality!is!that!no!matter!our!personal!
opinions!on!these!issues,!our!society!FF!the!laws!of!the!land!FF!demand!that!we!change!some!of!the!
ways!we!operate.!
!

Like!other!sports!organizations!with!youth!involvement,!the!ASHA!is!bound!by!the!Protecting!Young!
Victims!from!Sexual!Abuse!and!Safe!Sport!Authorization!Act!of!2017.!!This!act,!which!is!also!Federal!
law,!applies!to!all!sports!organizations!that!participate!in!interstate!competitions!and!whose!
membership!includes!any!adult!who!is!in!regular!contact!with!an!amateur!athlete!who!is!a!minor.!!
The!act!requires!mandatory!reporting,!prevention!training!and!prevention!policies.!!Other!equine!
organizations,!such!as!the!UPHA,!must!also!grapple!with!this!law.!
!

We!are!aware!that!there!are!more!stringent!requirements!for!National!Governing!Bodies!and!
Paralympic!sports!organizations.!!We!have!been!working!with!experts!in!the!field!to!determine!just!
what!the!law!and!the!standard!of!care!set!by!the!more!stringent!requirements!means!to!our!
members,!and!to!the!ASHA,!which!represents!you!as!well!as!the!breed!we!love.!!We!have!other!
challenges!that!we're!addressing!simultaneously,!but!determining!the!best!way!to!respond!to!the!
law!of!the!land!has!consumed!the!bulk!of!our!efforts!now.!!
!

Leaving!the!USEF!will!not!exempt!us!from!the!law.!!The!fact!is,!we!must!determine!how!we!are!
going!to!comply!with!the!law!while!we!serve!our!industry,!whether!we!remain!with!the!USEF!or!not.!!
The!charge!we!have,!to!do!the!right!thing!FF!right!for!our!youth,!our!members,!and!our!breed!FF!is!
worthy!of!the!time!and!effort!we're!investing.!!This!is!your!future!and!our!future!too.!!!
!

We!are!working!daily!with!our!members!and!other!breed!and!equine!organizations,!including!the!
Joint!Leadership!Council,!to!address!concerns!about!the!process.!!These!concerns!have!been!
communicated!directly!to!the!USEF!and!the!US!Center!for!Safe!Sport.!!We!will!continue!to!develop!
actions!that!will!better!serve!the!Saddlebred!community!not!only!through!this!challenging!period,!
but!into!the!future.!!
!

Terri!and!I,!along!with!the!board!of!directors!and!staff!of!the!ASHA,!hear!you!loud!and!clear.!!We've!
been!listening!all!along,!and!we!will!continue!to!listen,!and!to!communicate!what!we're!doing!for!
our!beloved!breed!and!industry.!!Thank!you!for!working!with!us!through!this!challenging!time.!
!

Sincerely,!
!
!
David!Mount!
President!
American!Saddlebred!Horse!Association!



!
!
!
!

!
PROTECTING!YOUNG!VICTIMS!FROM!SEXUAL!ABUSE!!

AND!SAFE!SPORT!ACT!OF!2017!
!
!

 
https://www.congress.gov/115/plaws/publ126/PLAWF115publ126.pdf!

132 STAT. 324 PUBLIC LAW 115–126—FEB. 14, 2018 

abuse, of amateur athletes participating in amateur athletic 
activities applicable to such national governing body.’’. 

SEC. 204. GENERAL REQUIREMENTS FOR YOUTH-SERVING AMATEUR 
SPORTS ORGANIZATIONS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter II of chapter 2205 of title 36, 
United States Code, is amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘§ 220530. Other amateur sports organizations 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—An applicable amateur sports organization 

shall— 
‘‘(1) comply with the reporting requirements of section 226 

of the Victims of Child Abuse Act of 1990 (34 U.S.C. 20341); 
‘‘(2) establish reasonable procedures to limit one-on-one 

interactions between an amateur athlete who is a minor and 
an adult (who is not the minor’s legal guardian) at a facility 
under the jurisdiction of the applicable amateur sports 
organization without being in an observable and interruptible 
distance from another adult, except under emergency cir-
cumstances; 

‘‘(3) offer and provide consistent training to all adult mem-
bers who are in regular contact with amateur athletes who 
are minors, and subject to parental consent, to members who 
are minors, regarding prevention and reporting of child abuse 
to allow a complainant to report easily an incident of child 
abuse to appropriate persons; and 

‘‘(4) prohibit retaliation, by the applicable amateur sports 
organization, against any individual who makes a report under 
paragraph (1). 
‘‘(b) DEFINITION OF APPLICABLE AMATEUR SPORTS ORGANIZA-

TION.—In this section, the term ‘applicable amateur sports organiza-
tion’ means an amateur sports organization— 

‘‘(1) that is not otherwise subject to the requirements under 
subchapter III; 

‘‘(2) that participates in an interstate or international ama-
teur athletic competition; and 

‘‘(3) whose membership includes any adult who is in regular 
contact with an amateur athlete who is a minor.’’. 

36 USC 220530. 
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